FEEDBACK ON ANALYSIS OF DICTION

JOSEPH CONRAD'S "THE SECRET SHARER"

Level of Diction

· High or formal?

· Neutral? 

· Low or informal?

· Check for slang, dialect, and jargon

· Nautical jargon?

Monosyllabic and Polysyllabic Diction

General and Specific Diction

· When is the author's diction general?

· When is the author's diction specific?
Abstract and Concrete Diction

· When is the author's diction abstract?

· A notable abstraction: the captain, the ship, the crew are nameless

· Why is this so? What might Conrad be suggesting? What could the captain or the ship represent? What could this suggest about the theme?

· When is the author's diction concrete?

· Some concrete words: opaque, glassy, shimmer, pale, phosphorescent light, flickered, livid, immersed, headless corpse
Denotation and Connotation

· Consider the connotative meanings for the following expressions:

· Cadaverous

· Darkling

· Pale

· Phosphorescence

· Ghastly

· Headless

· Fishlike  

Euphonious and Cacophonous Diction

· Dropped out of my gaping mouth

· Darkling glassy shimmer 

General Feedback

· Writing is strained, somewhat weak to start, but definitely picks up
· Mood/atmosphere/effect on the reader vs. tone/attitude of the narrator
· Leave the reader out of it unless the essay topic asks you to analyze the effect on the reader. 
· In literary works, water frequently has a symbolic connection with unconsciousness or the unconscious mind, and darkness often suggests evil, secrecy, and concealment. The captain finds his "dark self" floating in the dark water that represents his unconscious mind.
· The tone may change during the course of the passage.  However if you discuss more than one tone, you need to identify where the shift was made.

· Often shifts can be identified by a change in diction or syntax, unusual punctuation, and transition words. 

· You don’t need to summarize the passage in your introduction.

· Take out all “filler sentences”; filler sentences are those sentences that repeat what has been previously said, complement the author, or state that there is a connection between diction and tone but doesn’t mention specifics, how, or why it is important.
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